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1, A man who had served with tne 5th Volkspolizei (VF) 
Bereitschaft prior to Lay 1$5C stated that tue unit 
is quartered in the old German barracks in brfurt 
Fetersburg (i 51/J 36), and that it has a strength 
of about 70 officers aud 1,100 police. 


2. dhe unit is organized into « headquarters, turee Kone 
mandos and one Monderkourando. 


3, Officers include: Polizeirat Kurt Hellwig, about 25 


“tor of traini.g. 


4h. The Hereitschaft is equipped vitn one neavy mortar, 
nine Zaxim and zodel-O0& heavy iaachine guns, 1€ model-34 
light «achine guns, 600 model-9&k carbines, and an un- 
known humber of assault rifles, suomachine guns, and 
model-O& and model 36 pistols. «otor vehicles included 
four ZIS and Norch trucks, seven passenger cars, and one 
motorcycle, 


25X1A : Appears oleevhere as Helbing. 


Both may be a corruption of Helbig. 
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5, ‘eld training at the old Bindersleben airfield, near 
Erfurt, included firing practice, guard duty in the 
field, regimental march-security, and penetration of 
enemy positions. Political indoctrination, arithmetic 
and languages are included in the course. German and 
Itussian are taught, but Chinese is included as an optional 
language, ‘ne Sonderkomando is trained in the use of 
mortars, 


6. Ninety percent of the Sereitschaft belonged to the unit 
SED group, with Polizeirat Schueffler, (fnu) as chair- 
man and Oberkomdssar Wiegand, (fnu), as his assistant. 
Seventy-five percent belonged to the unit FDJ group, headed 
by Kommissar Castella, (fnu). 
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